Chapter XXVII

AN INCIDENT AND THE TRIAL OF THE
BIN YEMANI TRIBE

Look now on that adventurer who hath paid

His vows to fortune:                               WORDSWORTH.

WHEN the Sultan's letters enclosing the communiques had been sent off
there was nothing much to do except sit back and wait for reactions. These
were on the whole favourable, but there was considerable doubt as to
whether the Government really would do anything to help if occasion
arose. This doubt was not to be wondered at, considering that hitherto
contact had, as the Sultan said, usually been confined to short visits when
**Salaam aleikum" and "Kamanillah" (How do you do? Good-bye) b^rl
been about the only conversation* I remembered the conference the
Sultan and the Seiyids had asked Lake and myself to attend in the *Izz ad
Din in November, 1934. After speaking with great earnestness on the
desire of the Hadiramaut for peace, Sultan 'AM and the Seiyids had appar- *
endy expected some more encouraging reply than the words of thanks
they got from us for their hospitality and an assurance that they would be
treated with equal hospitality in Aden should they visit it. The patience
of despair with which this kindly speech was greeted, convinced me as
much as anything of the earnestness of the leading people of the country
and determined me, if ever I could, to help them.

One answer came back saying " If just one bomb goes off on a mountain
in the Hadkramaut*5 people will believe that peace will be assured. A
letter which I sent to the all-important Nahd tribe brought the following
answer from the venerable Sheikh, Hakm Mbaruk bin Muhammad,

paramount chief of the Nahd tribe:

j'               *

"We have received your letter, "Wherein you state that the British
Government is interested in the maintenance of peace m |fae Badhrar*
maut and desires to arrange for a three years* truce during which
permanent peace will be established, and tjtat the Qu'aiti and Kad&i
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